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With the Mutperlen Switzerland project, we have taken up 
an idea that already exists in America under the title “Beads 
of Courage” and which was originally started in Canada. Im-
pressed by the idea, we developed a programme tailored 
to Switzerland in 2012 and since 2013 our programme 
has been featured in all the hospitals with paediatric oncol-
ogy units across German-speaking Switzerland.
When they are admitted to an oncological ward for the 
fi rst time, young cancer patients receive a cord with the 
child cancer aid snail, their fi rst name made of coloured 
letter beads and an anchor bead as a symbol of hope.
In the following months, depending on the therapy and ex-
aminations, a wide variety of beads will be added as : 
Reward
Reminder
Means of communication

Each bead is unique and lovingly handcrafted by our 
beadmakers. This means that every chain is one of 
a kind. They tell the story of each child’s illness and 
create a form of diary throughout the treatment.

Through the course of the disease, children and 
teenagers receive a bead as a small reward for each 
treatment. The young patients look forward to the 
next bead and this gives the respective procedure 
a diff erent, less threatening status. Fears can fade 
into the background due to the anticipation of the 
“reward”.
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Parents can use the beads to better prepare their children for 
the upcoming treatments.

The various interventions become “visible”. Thanks to the cord, 
everyone can see the point that the patient is currently at in 
their treatment.

Most patients keep their chain like a treasure or decorate 
their room with it even after the treatment has been com-
pleted.  

A Mutperlen chain can also be something precious for 
parents. It stands for an individual and personal time that 
you have gone through with your child.
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The young patients hang their often meter-long chains 
clearly visible on the bed or on the drip stand. It is a good 
conversation starter and thanks to the beads relatives and 
friends can recognise what the owners have been through. 
This enables outsiders to better understand how much 
courage the child has already shown in fi ghting the disease.
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